OKOBOJI BIBLE CONFERENCE
August 5-13, 2017

EMBRACE HIS WORLD
ACT JUST LY , LOV E M E RCY, A N D WA L K H U M BLY W ITH YO U R GO D
– Micah 6:8

Open to the Public | Everyone Welcome | 712.332.2883 | okobojiconference.org

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10

7:15 pm
9:15 pm

7:00 am
8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am – noon
10:30 am – noon
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Audrey Assad in concert
Food and friendship on campus

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6
8:30 am
Begin the day with prayer – Chapel
9:00 am
Annual Report to Conference Family – Founders Hall
9:15 am 	Adult Christian Life Community, Ethan & Ashley
Batschelet – Chapel
10:30 am
Kelvin Walker, Worship Team
6:45 pm
Evening prayer – Chapel
7:15 pm
Jason Steffenhagen, Worship Team
9:15 pm
Food and friendship on campus

MONDAY, AUGUST 7
8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am – noon
10:30 am – noon
6:45 pm
7:15 pm
9:15 pm

Begin the day with prayer – Chapel
Morning Bible Hour, John Walton
Children & Youth Communities
Adult Christian Life Communities
Evening prayer – Chapel
David Fitch, Worship Team
Food and friendship on campus

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8
8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am – noon
10:15 am – 2:30 pm

Begin the day with prayer – Chapel
Morning Bible Hour, John Walton
Children & Youth Communities
P astors Day at Arrowwood Resort –
complimentary tickets required
10:30 am – noon Adult Christian Life Communities
12:15 pm 	Luncheon for pastors & spouses at Arrowwood
Resort – complimentary tickets required
6:45 pm
Evening prayer – Chapel
7:15 pm
David Fitch, Worship Team
9:15 pm
Food and friendship on campus

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9
8:30 am
Begin the day with prayer – Chapel
9:00 am
Morning Bible Hour, John Walton
10:00 am – noon Children & Youth Communities
10:30 am – noon Adult Christian Life Communities
1:00 pm 	Women’s Luncheon at Arrowwood Resort –
tickets required
6:45 pm
Evening prayer – Chapel
7:15 pm
Ron Walborn, Worship Team
9:15 pm
Food and friendship on campus

6:45 pm
7:15 pm
9:15 pm

Men’s Breakfast, Jason Steffenhagen
Begin the day with prayer – Chapel
Morning Bible Hour, John Walton
Children & Youth Communities
Adult Christian Life Communities
	Prayer for Healing – Chapel (come and go as
convenient)
Evening prayer – Chapel
Ron Walborn, Worship Team
Food and friendship on campus

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11
8:30 am
Begin the day with prayer – Chapel
9:00 am
Morning Bible Hour, John Walton
10:00 am – noon Children & Youth Communities
10:30 am – noon Adult Christian Life Communities
6:45 pm
Evening prayer – Chapel
7:15 pm 	Skye Jethani, Worship Team, and stories from
Conference
9:15 pm
Food and friendship on campus

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12
8:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
6:45 pm
7:15 pm
9:15 pm

Begin the day with prayer – Chapel
Celebrating Communities with youth and
children – Tabernacle
Adult Christian Life Communities
• John Walton – Chapel
• Report to the Conference Family – Middle School
Evening prayer – Chapel
Annie Moses Band in concert
Food and friendship on campus

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13
8:30 am
Begin the day with prayer – Chapel
9:15 am 	Adult Christian Life Community, Ethan & Ashley
Batschelet – Chapel
10:30 am
John Walton, Annie Moses Band
6:45 pm
Evening prayer – Chapel
7:15 pm
The Isaacs in concert
9:15 pm
Food and friendship on campus

MORNING BIBLE HOUR – JOHN WALTON

(Read about John on page 3)

JOSHUA: WHAT WERE THE ISRAELITES AND WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO US TODAY?
These sessions will work through the book of Joshua with particular attention to interpretive and theological
issues. Emphases will be on investigating the historical authenticity of the book, how to read narrative literature,
how we are to think about the land, and, most importantly, how to think about Israel’s treatment of the Canaanites.
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MESSENGERS

MESSENGERS

KELVIN WALKER • AUGUST 6

RON WALBORN • AUGUST 9 & 10

Kelvin Walker is lead pastor of Bedford
Community Church, a multiethnic
congregation just outside of New York City.
He is also an adjunct instructor at Alliance
Theological Seminary in Nyack, New York. He
married his college sweetheart, Doni Vargas,
27 years ago. They have six children.

Ron Walborn is dean of Alliance Theological
Seminar in Nyack, New York. He serves
on the board of directors for the Christian
and Missionary Alliance and has pastored
churches in Connecticut and California.
He speaks at colleges, churches and
conferences throughout the United States
and internationally.

JASON STEFFENHAGEN • AUGUST 6
Jason Steffenhagen is the assistant campus
pastor at Bethel University in St Paul. His
passion is to come alongside students to help
them become fully committed disciples of
Christ. Jason and his wife Michelle spend most
of life trying to keep up with Matty, who is
funny, full-hearted, brave, creative and seven!
Whether it’s discussing theology, politics,
parenting, or a good book, their family desires
to invite people into a space where every
person can discover and embrace who God
has created them to be.

DAVID FITCH • AUGUST 7 & 8
David Fitch is on the faculty at Northern
Seminary in Chicago, Illinois. He is the
founding pastor of Life on the Vine Christian
Community, a missional church in the
northwest suburbs of Chicago. He also coaches
a network of church plants. He writes on the
issues the local church must face in mission
including cultural engagement, leadership
and theology. His most recent publication is
Faithful Presence: Seven Disciplines That
Shape the Church For Mission.

SKYE JETHANI • AUGUST 11
Skye Jethani is an author, speaker, consultant
and ordained pastor. He serves as the co-host
of the popular Phil Vischer Podcast, a weekly
show that blends cultural and theological
insights with comical conversation. He
speaks regularly at churches, colleges and
conferences and is the author of numerous
books. Skye also writes the WITH GOD DAILY
DEVOTIONAL, a subscription-based email
designed to help a smartphone generation
begin the day with God. Skye and Amanda live
in Wheaton, Illinois with their three children.

JOHN WALTON • AUGUST 13
John Walton has been professor of Old
Testament at Wheaton College and Graduate
School for the last 16 years. He interprets the
Old Testament not only as Scripture, but as an
ancient document to be read in its cultural
context. He has written over 20 publications,
and is also the Old Testament general editor
of the NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible.

RON & TWANY DOTZLER
ETHAN & ASHLEY BATSCHELET
Ethan and Ashley Batschelet are missionaries
serving in Honduras with World Gospel
Mission. Ethan is a Spencer, Iowa native
and life-long attendee of the Okoboji Bible
Conference. Ashley is a native of St. Paul,
Minnesota. Together they serve at Escuela
El Sembrador, a Christian boarding school
for at-risk boys in rural Honduras. Ashley
teaches music and Ethan serves primarily as
a residential life counselor while teaching
classes in the high school.

Ron Dotzler worked in the computer
industry for eight years. Then in 1988, Ron
and his wife Twany and their family moved
into the inner city community of north
Omaha and founded ABIDE, a non-profit
inner city mission. Ron is also the founding
pastor of Bridge Church and is the author of
Out of the Seats and into the Streets and
Beautiful Church. Ron and Twany’s passion
is to see “a beautiful church transforming a
broken world!”
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ARTISTS

WORSHIP TEAM

AUDREY ASSAD

The worship team has earned a strong reputation as the
welcoming “up front” presence at the annual OBC get together.
Steve Yost, Kelvin Walker and Jordan Newhouse team up to lead,
prompting full participation in praising God with singularity
of heart and variety of style. Most members of this vocal and
instrumental team reside in the region. Several have participated
in the Conference since childhood. Personnel may change from
year to year but worship leadership with humility, excellence
and authenticity is a consistent hallmark.

AUGUST 5

ANNIE MOSES BAND

THE ISAACS

AUGUST 12 & 13

AUGUST 13

The Annie Moses Band has been inspiring and entertaining
audiences for over a decade, bringing their distinctive style
of music across the United States and around the world. The
Band is a talented ensemble of songwriters, singers, musicians
and siblings combining technical skill with exhilarating
showmanship. They combine the best of beloved genres in a style
that unifies audiences, young and old, classical connoisseurs and
roots enthusiasts, jazz aficionados and bluegrass buffs.

The Isaacs, an award-winning family group who began singing
35 years ago, are based out of Hendersonville, Tennessee. The
vocalists are mother Lily Isaacs, and siblings Ben Isaacs, Sonya
Isaacs Yeary and Rebecca Isaacs Bowman. Playing their own
acoustic instruments and joined by other band members, The
Isaacs have a unique style that blends tight family harmony with
contemporary acoustic instrumentation that appeals to a variety
of audiences. The Isaacs feel blessed to be able to travel and
spread the message of hope and grace through song and story.

Audrey Assad is an author, speaker, producer and critically lauded
songwriter and musician. She is the daughter of a Syrian refugee.
She recently released a collection of hymns and original songs
called Inheritance. “I was raised in a church where we didn’t use
any instruments on Sunday morning,” she notes. “I learned to
sing there, from the old hymnbooks, in four-part harmony, with
my family and neighbors. It was multi-generational, and like
most of my favorite worship music, it was steeped in community.”
Audrey’s music blends these influences and infuses them with
a modern sensibility; she endeavors to honor her roots and,
inspired by them, to craft something fresh, fragrant and new.

PRAYER
Morning and evening prayer gatherings are open to all. These occur daily at 8:30 am and 6:45 pm in the Chapel. The Chapel is open after all
evening services. Prayer leaders will be available there for you. Healing prayer is offered in an extended session with prayer teams on Thursday,
August 10 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm in the Chapel. Conference Pastor Dave Van Kley leads most prayer sessions joined by a team including Carma
Hayenga, Robin Kurylo, Ron and Wanda Walborn and others. Prayer team members are also available for individual prayer and counsel as their
schedules permit.
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•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday, August 8, 10:15 am – 2:30 pm, David Fitch and Ron Walborn (Read about these presenters on page 3)
A day of connecting and growing for pastors and their spouses
Note location: Arrowwood Resort, 1405 Highway 71 North, Okoboji, Iowa
Complimentary tickets required
Tickets may be reserved by calling the OBC office or online by following the “tickets” link at okobojiconference.org

WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, August 9, 1:00 pm
Speaker: Gaye Lindfors
Music: Kent & Marissa Van Kley
Arrowwood Resort, 1405 Highway 71 North, Okoboji, Iowa
Seating is 9 per table. Group orders will be seated together as possible.
Tickets: $20
Tickets may be purchased by mailing a check to the OBC office postmarked no sooner than May 6
Credit card ticket sales begin at 9:00 am, Wednesday, May 10. Purchase online at okobojiconference.org at the “tickets” link.

GAYE LINDFORS
Gaye approaches life as a front row observer of celebrations, messy places, and you’ve-got-to-be-kidding-me!
moments. Not afraid to poke fun at her own mishaps, she shares life and faith lessons, hope and humor. Gaye is
the author of God, Girlfriends, & Chocolate, and This is Livin’! She is the midwest regional director for Christian
Women in Media.

LEADERSHIP TEAM
JODY VAN KLEY

JORDAN NEWHOUSE

Jody is the Okoboji Bible Conference director.
She has served since 1996. She resides in
Sheldon, Iowa where she is the worship
coordinator and interim children’s director at
Bethel Reformed Church. Jody and Dave have
been married for 34 years. They have 2 sons,
Kent and Ross, and a daughter-in-law, Marissa.

Jordan is a graduate of Wheaton College. He grew
up in Omaha and again resides there following
several years in worship leadership in Chicago-area
churches. Currently, Jordan is working on the vocal
music staff at an Omaha-area high school and also
teaches private voice and piano lessons.

DAVE VAN KLEY

Rick and Dianne Porter met at Okoboji 50 years
ago and now they are the grandparents of seven.
Rick leads OBC Ministries year-round as executive
director. He plans to enjoy the 2017 Conference
thanks to a strong leadership team that carries
the operational load. He focuses on visioning and
funding the long-term viability and effectiveness
of the ministry.

Dave is the Conference pastor. He is an ordained
pastor in the Reformed Church in America
serving as lead pastor of Bethel Reformed
Church in Sheldon, Iowa. He is an avid baseball
fan and especially enjoys rooting for the Cubs!

STEVE YOST

RICK PORTER

Steve is the worship and arts director at Christ
Community Church in Omaha, Nebraska. For
28 years he has overseen worship staff and
directed the sanctuary choir and orchestra.
Steve and his wife Timaree have four sons, three
daughters-in-law, and seven grandchildren.
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PASTORS DAY

CHILDREN & YOUTH COMMUNTIES

CHILDREN & YOUTH COMMUNITIES SCHEDULES & LEADERS
For reasons of health and safety, all children and youth are asked to register when attending OBC events. You can expedite that process at
okobojiconference.org by clicking “Pre-register Infants, Kids & Teens” in the links on the right side of the home page. Pre-registration begins
June 15.
All children in nursery and early childhood must be dropped off and picked up by their parent or adult guardian.

NURSERY

EARLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRY TEAM

• Nursery is available during all morning and evening sessions
• For Infants – 3 year olds (still in diapers)
• Nursery is located in the two-story house southwest of the Tabernacle
• Open 30 minutes before sessions begin (8:30 am weekdays, 10:00 am
weekends, 6:45 pm all evenings)

• For children 3 years old (out of diapers) – children entering Kindergarten
• Early Childhood meets in the Okoboji Middle School across the street from
the Tabernacle, enter through the main doors and follow the signs
• Open for registration at 10:00 am mornings and at 7:00 pm evenings
• No early childhood Saturday, August 5, or Sunday evening, August 13

Leisl Lidiak, an early childhood teacher from Sheldon,
Iowa, has been teaching preschool for 14 years. She is
excited to be returning for her second year to care for
children in the nursery.

Marissa Van Kley has been involved with the early childhood
program since 2012 and is thrilled to be returning as the
director. Marissa and her husband Kent live in Chicago, Illinois,
where she works as a Pre-K teacher for The Goddard School.
Her passions include music, languages and dark chocolate.

LEISL LIDIAK

ELEMENTARY CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY TEAM
LORI ROGERS & SAM SCHOUTEN

• Begins Sunday, August 6 during 7:15 pm session (children will be
dismissed from the Tabernacle)
• For children entering first grade – entering fifth grade
• Children meet in the Okoboji Middle School across the street from the
Tabernacle
• 10:00 am weekdays and dismissed from Tabernacle during 7:15 pm
sessions
• No elementary sessions on Sunday, August 13
Lori Rogers returns to coordinate the elementary team,
working with the phenomenal staff and first through
fifth graders at OBC. She spends the school year teaching
third graders in Marion, Iowa. Lori, her husband Ed and
their five children consider Conference attendance a
rich, spiritual tradition for their family.
Sam Schouten is the director of youth ministries at
Bethel Reformed Church in Sheldon, Iowa. He has
spent time working at different summer camps as a
counselor and chaplain. While doing that, his passion
for music and teaching kids grew exponentially. He is
excited to come back to Okoboji for his second year
with the elementary program.

MARISSA VAN KLEY & JESSICA CEPOLSKI

Jessica Cepolski has been working in the early childhood
program for the past three years and is excited to be back for
her fourth year. She is currently studying at Carthage College
as a music theatre major and sings in the Carthage Choir. She
is also a member of a music fraternity dedicated to service.
She has always loved kids and works as a nanny.

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM

BRAD MOCK, CHRIS FOLKESTAD, KENT VAN KLEY
• Junior High & Senior High 10:00 am – noon, Monday – Friday
• Youth entering sixth grade – entering eighth grade (Junior High)
• Youth entering ninth grade – entering twelfth grade (Senior High)
• Junior & Senior High meet in the Okoboji Middle School across the street
from the Tabernacle
• Evening activities are also planned – schedule available at Conference
Brad Mock is a student pastor at Christ Community Church in
Omaha, Nebraska. He has been involved in student ministry
for over 16 years and is passionate about helping people
know and follow Jesus Christ. He enjoys hanging out with his
wife and four children, Ohio State football, home repair and
chips and queso.
Chris Folkestad has been the youth pastor at Alliance Church
of the Valley in St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin for the last ten years.
He’s passionate about seeing students know who Jesus
Christ is and grow in their relationship with Him. He and his
wife Katie have two children, Caden and Avery. In his spare
time, Chris enjoys watching and playing sports and BBQing
in his backyard.
Kent Van Kley has been attending the OBC for over two
decades. He has served with the youth band, worship team
and children’s programs. He lives in Chicago with his wife
Marissa and serves as the director of worship and the arts at
Christ Community Church in Lemont, Illinois.
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ADULT CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITIES
Monday – Friday, 10:30 am – noon
Christian Life Communities are electives. Participants are encouraged to attend the same
community all five days. Room locations will be announced at Conference.

CHAD HAYENGA

DISCOVERING GOD’S UNIQUE PURPOSE FOR YOUR FAMILY
Successful companies identify clear values and have a vision statement that
guides everything they do. Unfortunately most parents simply randomly
reach for the latest parenting method, only to find out its effectiveness is
short-lived. A family without vision is like a boat without a rudder, either
floating aimlessly or drifting into trouble. This life-changing workshop will
clarify what’s really important for your unique family and how God is calling
you to “set sail” for His purposes.

SKYE JETHANI

THE BENEFIT OF DOUBT
We have been taught to think of doubt as the opposite and the enemy of
faith. But is that correct? We will explore the essential role of doubt in the
Christian’s life, how it can make our faith stronger, why we fear it, what
Scripture says about it and the place of doubt in our post-Christian culture.
This class will not focus on apologetics or answering doubts, but instead on
how to live authentically with God in a world where doubt is unavoidable.

JASON STEFFENHAGEN & JESSE WARD
Young Adult Community –
for young adults out of high school through age 30
BEING RIGHT VS. BEING KNOWN: HOW DOES CHANGING THE
WAY WE THINK IMPACT OUR FAITH?
We often want to know if what we think, believe and feel is right. But what
if God is worried less about getting it all right and is more concerned with
whether or not you are known. How does this change our relationship with
God, ourselves, others and God’s calling on our lives?

SARAH STEVENSON
Women’s Community
ABIDING IN CHRIST
Discover what a growing relationship with Jesus Christ entails. Learn what
authenticity is all about, how to live out your faith and how to depend on
Jesus when life is hard. Get ready to be encouraged by the truth of the Bible
and to be challenged to live it out.

ROB & PHIL VISCHER

CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES ON LAW AND CULTURE
Coming out of a bruising presidential election our nation feels more divided
than ever. How did we get here and what’s the path forward? This community
will explore particularly divisive issues such as religious liberty, race relations,
the sanctity of life and the rise of a “new” atheism. We will aim to move
beyond sound bites and caricature, deepening our understanding of the
controversies and developing greater empathy for our fellow citizens. As our
culture increasingly teaches us to vilify those with whom we disagree, can
greater understanding of opposing viewpoints help us build relationships
across the cultural divide?

WANDA WALBORN

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD IN THE MIDST OF A CRAZY LIFE
Join us as we make space for God to reveal and remove obstacles that impede
our intimacy with Him. Topics for the week include cultivating a listening
ear, dealing with anger, identifying and breaking lies in our lives, walking in
forgiveness, facing our fears and strengthening our faith.

BIOS
Chad Hayenga is the father of three daughters and
the husband to an amazing wife. Professionally he
is a speaker, parent coach and marriage and family
therapist. Through years of ministering to parents,
grandparents, young adults, teens, children and
families of all kinds, he has developed a passion and
expertise for helping people develop healthy, Godglorifying relationships.
Skye Jethani (Read about Skye on page 3)
Jason Steffenhagen (Read about Jason on page 3)
Sarah Stevenson is passionate about encouraging
women in their walk with Jesus Christ. She has been
married to her husband Greg for 35 years. They have
three children and nine grandchildren. During the
past six years Sarah has served on staff at Cornerstone
Church in Ames, Iowa. She enjoys time with her family
and friends, the arts, reading, swimming and the
beauty of God’s creation.
Phil Vischer made his first animated film when he was
nine years old and by age 14 was convinced he would
be a filmmaker when he grew up. After a brief stint in
Bible College, Phil struck out on his own, looking for
a way to integrate his faith with his filmmaking. This
quest led him to a tomato and a cucumber. Today,
more than 60 million VeggieTales videos have been
purchased and Phil’s faith-filled stories can be found in
one third of all American homes with young children.
Rob Vischer is the dean of the University of St.
Thomas School of Law in Minneapolis, where he lives
with his wife Maureen and their three children. He is
the author of two books: Martin Luther King Jr. and
the Morality of Legal Practice and Conscience and
the Common Good.
Wanda Walborn serves as the director of spiritual
formation at the Rockland County campus of Nyack
College. She also oversees the spiritual covering of
the Nyack College campus through coordination
of spiritual activities and events such as chapel and
worship ministries, small groups and developing
mentorship of emerging leaders. Wanda and her
husband Ron are the parents of four children and
have two grandchildren. In her “free” time, she enjoys
sports, reading, the outdoors, and-above all, spending
time with her family.
Jesse Ward is a young adult, but he has become an
old soul leader of the OBC’s young adult ministry. He
has now served here for nine years out of his passion to
help young adults pray, grow and play together before
the Lord. In his hometown of Maywood, Illinois, Jesse
is beginning a non-profit to encourage and support
children and young adults toward their full potential
and a bright future.
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PO Box 709 | Arnolds Park, IA 51331
Office location:
7 South Highway 71 | Arnolds Park, IA 51331
Event location (Tabernacle):
69 West Broadway | Arnolds Park, IA 51331
office@okobojiconference.org
okobojiconference.org
712.332.2883

OKOBOJI...YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME
The Okoboji Bible Conference is not a conference in the formal sense of payments and registrations. It’s a wide
open gathering encouraging healthy Christian growth and living. Everyone is welcome. No strangers, only friends.
No walls, only doors…big, wide garage doors. Come on in!
Information
Need info? Stop by the welcome center near the glass doors at the Broadway entrance. There you’ll find additional
info including a “survival guide,” a map, the Okoboji tourism magazine and a current newsletter. Best of all, you’ll meet
the nicest people there.
Registration
Minors are required to register for age-level gatherings (speed that up at okobojiconference.org). Adults may fill out a
connection card at the welcome center as a record of attendance and request for future info.
Finances
There is no charge to attend. The entire event is funded by tax-deductible free-will donations. You can give online at
okobojiconference.org or with your credit card at the merchandise table near the welcome center.
Food service
You’ll find a food cart and coffee shop east of the Tabernacle on The Terrace and in Founders Hall. Pie is served in the
Fellowship Center after evening services. At meal times Fellowship Center dining is limited to staff families. There are
many restaurants in easy walking distance. The Okoboji tourism guide has a complete list.
Lodging
Resorts, condos, cottages and campgrounds abound. Try okobojiconference.org or go direct to vacationokoboji.com.
Pick up a tourism magazine at the welcome center.

